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REGIONAL WATER PLANNING HANDBOOK FOR 

REGIONAL WATER PLAN UPDATES

I.  PUPRPOSE OF REGIONAL WATER PLAN UPDATES

The Regional Water Planning Handbook was completed in 1994.  One of the many changes since 1994 is that all 16 regional water plans have been completed.  The planning process itself was a learning process and successes and failures in implementation of those plans has been another learning process.  

II. REQUIRED ASSUMPTIONS

The Regional Water Planning Handbook contains six “assumptions”.  These continue to be the basis for regional water plan updates.  Any deviation from those assumptions should be discussed in the regional water plan update. 

III. GENERAL GUIDELINES
1.  Regional water plan updates are meant to follow the guidelines in the Regional Water Planning Handbook published in 1994.  The heart of updating the regional water plan continues to be for the region to provide enough information, analysis and documentation to answer the following questions:


a.  What is the region’s available water supply?


b.  What is the region’s future water demand?


c.  How will the region undertake to meet demand with supply?

2.  Not all of the items of information in the Regional Water Planning Handbook or the items in this Handbook for Updates apply in every region.  Planners should not spend time or money including information that addresses matters that are not applicable to their region.

3.  In addition to assessing what information in each category from the original Handbook needs to be updated, planners should evaluate the factors in Chapter IV.  

4.  A critical element of regional water plan updates continues to be public participation.  

IV. REGIONAL WATER PLANNING UPDATE TEMPLATE

1.  Assess effectiveness of the group assembled to update the regional water plan.  Is there adequate representation from the various owners and users of water in your region?  Is there adequate citizen representation?  Is there adequate tribal representation?  Are homebuilders, realtors, farmers, cities and counties included?  Are there people who could help ensure the plan is accurate and representative of the facts and policy issues that need to be included?  Is there adequate representation from the entities (generally cities and counties) that will need to implement the alternatives discussed in the update?  

2.  Planning is a learning process.  It would be helpful to survey the users and implementers of the plan to find out what worked and what didn’t, and what could be done to improve the update and make it more useful.  

3.  An important and initial work product is to report on implementation of the alternatives discussed in the regional water plan.  In assessing the impacts of implementation, the region should discuss what tools or assumptions it used to quantify the impact of implementation on water supply.  In addition, it would be helpful to analyze successes and failures in implementation to acknowledge positive impacts and improve on future work.  This analysis will help in updating information on supply and demand.

4.  Central to a regional water plan update is to update information on supply and demand and to quantify the gap between the two.  


a. Review population projections and quantify actual population increases compared to population increases in the regional water plan.  When possible analyze why population increases either were less or greater than projected.


b. Review studies, models, and records to determine if there have been any changes to water supply or to the models that were relied upon.  Determine if requirements to meet interstate compacts or federal regulations for species habitat and clean water were adequately addressed.

c. Recalculate the gap between supply and demand.

5.  Conditions change.  Addressing the gap between supply and demand is a learning process.  Planners should take both into account in and think about adaptive management strategies.

6.  Identify and discuss any gaps in the regional water plan.  Was drought adequately addressed?  Should climate change be addressed?  What were the data gaps?  How much is known about the aquifers in the region and their production capacity?  Was water quality adequately addressed?  The update provides an opportunity to address those gaps where reasonable.  It may be that a discussion of the gaps will acknowledge that it is not reasonable to address the gaps in the update, but plans could be made to address them in the future.

7.  Regional water plans are not entities unto themselves.  Each region is impacted by actions of its neighbors and the state.  The update should include a review of the positive and negatives impacts on the region resulting from neighboring regions or the state.  Particularly where there are negative impacts, the update should address strategies for addressing those problems.

8.  Similarly, there may be important disconnects between entities either internally or externally.  Are there disconnects between the various counties in the region?  Are there disconnects between water planning and land use or other regional planning efforts?  Is there a problematic disconnect between the region and the Office of the State Engineer on some issue?  Again, these disconnects should be discussed and a strategy to address them developed if possible.
9.  Important elements in regional water plans are “adequate reviews of water conservation and the effect on the public welfare”.
  Were these adequately addressed in the regional water plan?  Should either be updated?

10.  Merely quantifying supply and demand does not address any risks faced by the region.  The update is an opportunity to begin development of a risk assessment and responses to those risks.
11. Funding is needed to implement most if not all alternatives for closing the gap between supply and demand.  Planners should discuss the costs of implementation and explore funding strategies.

12.  In some regions, the planning groups continued to meet after the regional water plans were completed; in others the groups disbanded.  Continuity can be important or critical in implementation and closing the gap between supply and demand.  The planning group should discuss its role and figure out how to maintain a viable, standing planning entity once the update is completed.
�  Regional Water Planning Handbook, ISC, 1994, p. 12.





