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Panel 2: “Conflicts and Political Issues Raised by Water Transfers & Public Welfare” - summaries
 

Anita Hand, (rancher from Catron County) As someone from a family that has ranched in the area for over fifty years, Hand expressed concern over a proposed water rights transfer in Catron County. Out-of-state developers have applied to drill thirty-seven 2500’ wells in the San Augustin basin, with the hope of pumping 54,000 acre-feet a year. “That’s knocking on our back door. Our wells are all two to three hundred feet deep, so they will go dry pretty quick.” Hand reminded listeners that all of the items on the day’s lunch menu were produced by the grace of water. “Without agriculture, people will cease to exist,” she said, “and without water, agriculture will cease to exist.”
 
Michael Benson (Navajo Nation Water Management Branch, and member of the technical support team for the San Juan River water rights settlement negotiations) “There have been, there are, and there always will be conflicts and political issues raised by water transfers everywhere on this earth, but from what I’ve seen in the wonderful State of New Mexico, conflicts and issues are approached with openness to negotiation and compromise,” Benson said. He thanked the New Mexico Water Dialogue for “contributing to this atmosphere of inclusiveness and fairness in the regional and state water planning processes. It is people like all of you—citizens of New Mexico—who give the state its admirable character of pluralism and brotherhood.” The state’s water planning laws emphasize “easy public access to the discussion,” Benson said, and the process for water transfers provides for “input and protests from any impacted party.” In that light, he advised those contemplating a water project to “go to a regional water planning meeting and announce your project. Get it written into the regional water plan. Let your neighbors know what you want. Abruptly filing a water rights application to announce your project is not the way to persuade your neighbors and other citizens! Water projects involve cooperation to develop and move water efficiently, and to share shortages…Does ‘public welfare’ mean providing water for the greatest number of people, or the greatest number of jobs? Not necessarily. How about preserving endangered species? How about preserving the culture of farmers and acequias? Those are also public welfare concerns.”
