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New Mexico State Water Plan Law 
(NMSA 72-14-3.1)

A.  It is the intent of the legislature that the interstate stream commission, in collaboration with the office of the state engineer and the water trust board, prepare and implement a comprehensive state water plan.

H.  The state water plan shall be periodically reviewed, updated and amended in response to  changing conditions. At a minimum a review shall be undertaken every five years.   
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Progress Report

Implementation

· Active Water Resource Management (AWRM)

· The WATERS database

· Implementation of Indian water rights settlements (and water rights settlements in general)

· Acquiring water for the Strategic Water Reserve 

· Completing adjudications 

Current Water Planning Activity

State Water Plan REVIEW in 2007 

· Evaluation of 2003 State Water Plan 

· Internal OSE/ISC staff effort

· Implementation and changed conditions since 2003 
· Rules and Regulations

·  E.g. Strategic Water Reserve
· AWRM

· Water Rights Settlements

·  Pecos 

·  Eagle Nest

·  Native American water rights settlements

· Navajo, Pojoaque, Taos

Changed conditions since 2003:
· Climate Change

· Population Growth

· Adjudications

· Legal Summary

· New & Changed water laws

· Court Decisions

·  Completion of Regional Water Plans

·  Etc.

Future Water Planning Activity

· State Water Plan UPDATE in 2008

· Extensive Public Involvement 

· Regional and Statewide meetings

· Text, Maps, Appendices, Glossary

· Ongoing - “Rolling Updates”

How NM Compares 

· Texas  - $21 million for water planning; $15 million for its State Water Plan 

· Colorado - $1 million annually for its Compact Committee Support and Basin-Wide Needs Assessment; allocates $10 million for water supply funding

· Wyoming and Utah each employ five planning staff and annually fund their planning programs $300,000 and $500,000, respectively  

Results of an Updated SWP

· A guide for implementing defined strategies for effective water management in future

· Whether this final report is one of substance -- or whether it reflects little or no public input and contains very little usable information – depends on funding for these efforts
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New Mexico Water Planning Regions

ISC Regional Water Planning Program

· Started in 1987 (72-14-43 and 44)

· Not well-funded when initiated 


· Guidance provided in 1994 “Regional Water Planning Handbook”

· Increased funding levels 1999-2006 led to completion of water plans 

· 15 of 16 Regional Plans accepted by ISC

· Not the same as “40-year water plans” (72-1-9) 

· Separate from efforts related to “regionalization” of drinking water systems

· All Regional Water Plans available on OSE/ISC Website: www.ose.state.nm.us (go to “ISC” then “Planning Division” then click on “Regional Water Plans”)

Regional Water Plans

· Provide technical assessment of surface water and groundwater resources

· Highlight drought vulnerability in areas relying on surface water

· Provide projections of future population growth and water demand

· Discuss alternatives or strategies for meeting future needs within the region

· Have no authority to change laws or water rights

ISC Regional Water Planning Program

· a mechanism for ongoing communication among stakeholders and the state’s water managers within each region

· technical information on supply and demand from regional water plans can potentially contribute to the State Water Planning efforts

Conclusions

· Integration of regional water plans into state water plans is a challenge.

· Linking water funding to water plans promotes implementation.

· State authority to mandate water supply development options encourages regions to collaborate on mutually beneficial solutions to competing water demands.

To Find these Documents:

www.ose.state.nm.us

State Water Plan:


go to “Publications”


 go to “State Water Plan”

Regional Water Plans:


 go to “Publications”


 go to “Regional Water Plans”

The End!
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