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Water Planning – So What?
Introduction

Conci Bokum: I want to start by saying to those of you who have been coming to Dialogue meetings all these years, you’re used to seeing Lucy Moore up here. She’s one of our founders and is very special to the Dialogue. She wanted me to let you know that only a family medical emergency kept her away. She’s fine, she’s in New York, and she wanted me to let you know that’s why she’s not here. This will be the first meeting she’s ever missed, and a hard one for her to have missed. She especially wanted to be here to honor Chris, and she sends her warm wishes to everybody, and hopes everyone has a wet and wonderful New Year.

Now… John, can you come in here for a minute? This is a little hard for me. I’d like to thank John Brown who has been our executive director for years, and who has been the person who held the Dialogue together all this time. He has actively worked to develop and articulate both the processes and strategies to improve water planning and water management in New Mexico, on behalf of the Dialogue. He’s developed and implemented many new programs, some of which are described in the latest issue of the Dialogue. Unfortunately, he has sort of ‘retired’ and moved to California, although we seem not to have our claws totally out of him; he’s here now. I hope he’ll help with some of the Dialogue’s projects in the future, although it’s hard from California. I wish he were still here full time. I ask you all to join me in celebrating John’s contribution to the Dialogue and to New Mexico.

Next I’d like to introduce Ed Moreno, who is the only person I think Lucy would have trusted with the job she’s had every year. I want to thank Ed very much for helping us..

Ed Moreno: My job here is to help keep things moving along. We have a pretty full agenda and I’m going to be as unobtrusive as possible. Without further ado, I’m going to invite David Gutzler to come up. Let me quickly run through the agenda for you. David’s presentation is, ‘Planning in the Face of Uncertainty—Weather and Water.’ What good timing for this topic, huh? Then we’ll have a panel of people who’ve participated in regional water plans over the past few years from around the state. We’ll have an hour for that and we’re going to try to leave room for questions and answers. Then there’ll be a dialogue among all of you and the panelists on regional water planning. A special set of events before lunch, recognizing people important to the Dialogue. Then Rolf-Schmidt Peterson from the ISC will be here to talk about this past year, what happened or what didn’t happen. Then we’ll have another panel regarding some innovative things that were done in regional water planning over the past year, and then a report on state water planning from Estevan Lopez and Angela Schackel-Bordegaray at the end. Maybe the Lieutenant Governor will be here at some point during the day. Given the scheduling vagaries of big time politicians—when they blow through town, you’d better be ready, I guess—we’ll try to be prepared to interrupt, wherever we are, if and when she arrives. And then we’ll finish up with some business: nominations for the board of directors.
