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Effects of projected climate change
on Rio Grande basin streamflows 

Less snowpack, earlier snowmelt flood 
pulse, more ET during spring/summer
→ much reduced streamflow volume

[up to ~30% annual reduction]

IPCC (2007)

Global-average temperature
projections → much warmer

Prolonged drought, superimposed on this hydrograph trend, in the
context of increased demand and depleted aquifers, is what will nail us

Hurd and 
Coonrod (2007)



Development of an updated State Water Plan

State Water Plan Review and Update
June 2008

OK!
But how can we translate 
'public awareness and concern'
into a useful Water Plan …  
given 20th Century constraints 
of water rights and interstate 
compacts?


